









































RICHMOND, 


—— eee ee 


VoLUME 1. ] 


Brief View of the History of Missions. 
Continued trom p. 220. 


1807.—Mr. Biss’ $ comp jaint getting 
he was ordered by wr Hl. to re- 
tura to Kurope, as the only possible 

ang of saving his life. On January 
tie 5th, he aad his family embarked for 
America. During the first fortnight his 
health seemed to be greatly amended ; 
but after this he relapsed, and on Feb. 
5, died ! 

A Hindoo, whose name was Seeboo Roy, 
having seen some religious tracts, came 
to Cutwa for further instruction. Ile 
appears to have believed the gospel ; and 
being a person who had considerable in- 
fluence in his village, had recommended 
itto others. He kept up Christian wor- 
ship in his own house on the Lord’s day, 
and some of his neivhbors attended with 
him. Mr- Chamberlain received much 
pleasure trom him, and expected that he 
would soon be baptised; but tn the 
month of January this year he died. His 
relations burned his body, after the Whali- 
ner ofthe Hindoos, but it wes contra ‘y 
fohis desire. He ear hently wished to 
have been taken 
fronga, to die. During his illness he ex- 
horted those who used to meet with him 
lor worship, not to forsake the assem- 
Wing of themselves together, nor to 
cease publishing the glories of the Savior. 
Lam going,” said he, * but we shall 
soon sae each other again.” Ife had 
conversed much with his wife 3 and when 
ue died, she did not beat her forehead 
aud erv aloud, as is the custom of women 
in that country on guch occasions. Re- 
ing asked why she did not : she answer- 

ed, * What use is that ? I sit and think 
of what he said to me.” 

On January the 24th, the brethren 
Mardon and Chaterset sail for Rangeon. 


worse, 
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They had been 


to Cutwa, instead of 


tor, 


[.Moumeer 40. 
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recommended to the 
erace of God hy the church at Seram- 
pore , with many prayers for their prose 
pericy. About the same time chee ring 
accounts are received [rem the neighbor- 
hood of Malda, where tie native preach- 
ers are heard with much interest, and 
treated with kindness by many of their 
countrymen. Five or six hundred often 
assemble to ear them, when no Europes 
anispresent. Bykonta,one of the na- 
tive bre thi en, returns from Jessore full 
of jov: his wile has forsaken her father’s 
house, resolved to cleave unto him, and 
to the Savior. At Cutwa brother Cham- 
berlain and several of the native Chris 
fiaus Jaber with diligence and success. 
Three per Ons, MAME ly, Komal, Soogul 
Mookurs ee (a Kolin brahmin) and Vin- 
dyeabund (a byraggee) are baptised. 
Things also appear promising at Dinage- 
pore; an d thor ah at Ser: alo pure the y have 
baptised only one during the first three 
nor mnths. and labor under some restric- 
tions, yet the translating and printing of 
the seriptures go on, and upon the whole 
liiev speak of their efforts to spread the 
gospel as being but little diminished. On 
March the ith, letters are recesved from 
Rangoon, and every thing wears the 
must favorable appearance as to that im- 
portant undertaking. 


During the months of April, May, and 
June, ten persons were baptised 5 amoug 
whom were a respectable Portuguese fa- 
mily of Calcutta: namely, Mr. and Mrs. 
Derozio, and two of their danyiiters ; also 
a Serjeant OGaky, whose father was a 
member of the Baptist church at King- 
stanlv in Gloucestershire. A new church 
was formed in Jessore,of which Ram Mo- 
hun and Kawnee were chosen deacons— 
the brethren at Cutwa were also formed 
into a churcl—and a petition was pre. 















gente! fo Government for leave to erert 
abew chaje! io € alevtta. sinned by ane 
hundred a fihee ri of the inhabitants, 
nat y of worn were merchants of tie 
fixst respectalility, ang to which a lavor- 
abica atirwe': was tet orned, 

€), the Gist of May, Ram Mehun is 
sel apart foe prayer # vad the laying on of 
bands tur the work of the mivistry. 

Praring ‘is -aowner, Mr. Fernandez. 
was heavily afflicted. Vwo persons were 
@. this account obliged te wait some 
maietlrs fo) Thev were baptis- 
ad. however, on the 2ist of June. Their 
names were Dhanukera, and jis wife 
Dirashish hurry. 

in June aud July, several Furepeans 
corr: Spond with the missionaries, and ai- 
fon pleasing hope ot awoirk of grace. 
One waa reproved for his profane lan- 
guage, oy 3 another the 
(lirmstiau vatives canverse about Christ, 
and was filed with shame at his own ig- 
nerence; aud another was impressed by 
his conversation with a sermus lady, 
whom he afterwards married. “ We 
ave acquainted with nine or ten, (s3ys 
Mr. Moore) in Calentta, mest of whom 
we knew oot four months ago, but who 


Vx fist. 


linden s heard 


Peas afford us Nope. 7 
On the Oth of July. at the monthly 
prover meeting. a consultation was he ld 


about the misctun to Burmah, and the 
m nds atl the two bretiiren sounded as to 
their willinguess to return to that coun- 
tiv. Brother (hater was stil ot the same 
mind but brother Mardow declined it 
on account of i! health. hie was after- 
wards succeeded by brother Felix Carey. 
On Lord’s day, August 2,4 soldier of 
the name of John Axell, from the neigh- 
berhuwd of Basuigstoke in Hawpshire, 
nas SapGined by Mr. Ward at Calcutta. 
The same day were b aptized | by Mr. Ca- 
rey at Se ampore, a native of the name 
of Sceboy Ram, from Jessore, and a Mr. 
Pritchet, a young man, the son of a cler- 
gyman of Seuth Wales. He had been 
tuken prisoner by the French, and car- 
ried into the Isle of France. where, dur- 
ing his imprisoument, he was brought fo 
gertous reflection on the state of his soul. 
About this time twelve of the Pertu- 
ese af Calcutta sign an affectionate let- 
ter tu Mr. Ward, expressing their faith 


in the Gospel : and attachment te him as 
@ misister 


of it. 
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Soon after tiisan event occurred whipy 
filled the triendsof the mission with ¢ cep 
concern, and furnished tts adversaries 
with a mementary triumph. A tracy 
which had been printed in Bengalee, ay 
which in that language contained nothing 
offensive, as put inte the hands ot 2 ny. 
tive to be translated into Persic. Tis 
translation being finishe vd, it Was, thraug! 
the pressure of business, tnadverte ntls 
pi inted without bei ing first inspected } 
the missionaries. Jt proved, unha appily, 
that the translator had intreduced sey... 

ral strong epithets, calling Mahemer 2 
tyrant, Mc. which it was ‘alleged would 
irritate his followers. and though no such 
effects had been produced, yet a copy of 
it ber ng conve ved fo 2 person in off n 
under gover ‘aiment. it was taken up ina 
aerious manner. Mr. Carey was 
for; but being unacquat inted with the 
circumstances of the case. he ceuld onir 
acknowledge the impropriety of the epi- 
thets, and promise to inquire into the 
cause of their appearance in the tract is 
question. Had the object of the party 
been merely to prevent the disturbance 
ol the publi Ic a hangs would 
have issuad her Mr. ¢ Carey, on learn. 
ing particulars, would have made an a- 
pology, and corrected whatever was im 
proper. But before he had time te do 
this, preceedings were commenced, 
which, had they been area into execi- 
tion, must have been not only ruinous to 
the mission, but greatly injurious to the 
cause of Christianity in Indi 1a. In con 
sequence, however, of an explanation, 
and a respectiul memorial presented to 
the Governor-General, the most seriou 
part ofthe proceedings was formally re- 
voked. On this occasion two of the inis- 
sionaries waitedon his Lo: ‘dship to thank 
him for the candor with which he hac at 
tended to their Memorial : to which hi 
Lordship repli “d, that nothing more teas 
necessary than @ mere examination of tl 
subject, on which every thing a appeared 
in a ¢ lear and favorahle light. 

But as all the printed tracts had pass- 
ed under examination,and as two othe 
as well as that in Persic, were objected 
to, the missionaries were required in ["- 
ture, vot te print any tracts without fr-t 
submitt ne the copy to the inspection f 

erument. 
Concerning the epithets, &c. objected 


apr 


on 
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the wissOnaries SRY, Vhough there 
ye nothing M7 any of the tracts but what 
an f be perfectly harmiess in England, 
«i has been actually so here ; yet as 

4 things lay us Open te animadversion 
from thi ose Wi ho ave averse to the nussion, 
od are of po use in the conversion of 

epatives, we wish they had not been 

nye.” No restristions however were 
tid on the transistion or cireulation of 
qe 3 rip ene 

From th + ene that the Jessore breth- 
ren were pbeer rate a chur eh, oneofthe 
native preache: 3s has gone over at teast 
socea month to assist them, and to ad- 
n minister the Lord's supper amongst 
them. Mr. Willem Carey having visit- 
ei them in September, vave a pleas- 
ing account. on his return, of what he 
saw and heard in some parts of that dis- 
trict. He mentioned eight or nine per- 
sons, besides the members, who appeared 
ty be inquiring in good earnest what they 
niust do to be saved. 

Qn the ith of October, a Mfr. and 

». Pittman were baptised ; and on the 
tirst of November, Miss Williamson, a 
lady trom Elgin, Seotland. 

Yoe state of public morals amongst 
Ruropeans is supposed never to have 
been lower than at this time. Plays, 
masa juerade s, and every species of « hints 
pation, are on the ine rease : and amongst 
people of this deseription if need not be 
added, the religion of Jesas Christ is 

outed. Yet it prospers, even among 
europeans, and though the natives plain- 
y perceive, that itis not the wish of ma- 
ty of their superiors that they should be- 
come Christians, yet they are not the 
‘ess inclined to inquire after the good 
and the right way. It may also be to the 
the Gospel thas to make i 
wav i= Not by might, nor by power : 

tby my Spirit, saith the Lord of 


p 4 «* 
, b . 


dd. 
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’ . 
fj nor at 


‘the following is a state of the transla- 
tions, as given by Mr. Carey, at the end 
of the year 1807. “ The work of p rint- 
ing the Scriptures is now going on in six 
anguages, and that of translating them 
insix more. Phe Bengalee is all prt. 

ed, except frorm Judges vii, to the end of 


Est] her sthe Suneserit New Testament to 


\cts xxvii: the Orissa to John xxi ¢ the 
Mahratta (2d. ed.) to the end of Mat- 
trew 5 the Blincdostanee (new versivn) to 
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journey, 


Mark yv:and Mathew is begun printing 
in Guzeratta. 

* The translation is carned on nearty 
tea the end of John, in Comese, Telinga, 
Kurnata, and the language of the Seeks. 
ltisalso carried on toa pretty large eke 
tent in Persian, and bezan tu Burmali 

In addition to the transiations cartye- 
ing on at Serampore, the missionaries ree 
received manuscript cones of he Gosneim 
translated into Malayata, the language 

spoken in ar and the » obanion 
countries. They were translated froma 
the Syriac, under tie direction of the 
bishop of the Syrian charches in those 
parts, and sent tu Serarapore to be priute 
ed. 

Towards the latter 
several of the native bre 
ligently employed in preaching the Gos- 
pet. The following are extracts from 
the journal of Beep Chand, ind Rana 
Presaud. * We tarried in tie neighbor 
hood of Goamalty about a month anda 
hali, preaching daily to the farmers who 
were cultivating the indigo pl ant, and te 
many other strangers. We also visited 
many viliaves, and distributed tracts, 
At Miniaro. we continued a week, 
preaching toand conversing with gre at 
numbers, who had never heard the Gos- 
pel from their own countrymen before. 
At Purveab we preached two days toge- 
therin the market place to gre: it ynulti- 
tudes, some heard with a ready mind, o- 
thers.deriled. In the last part of our 
the Gospel was a new sound, 
miiltitudes heard who had never heard it 
before, and are may never hear it again, 
or know its value. till Chey see the Son of 
Man coming in the td 


end of this vear 
thren were «h- 


clouds of heaven ! 
In October dhed Mr. Creighton of 
and Mr. William Grant ol 
Munaharee, both at the same place, odd 
withina fortnight of each other. he 
excellent inen in estab- 
Scrip- 


(soamalty. 


labors of these 
lishing schools, circulating the 
tures,and otherwise promoting Christi- 
anity, were of great importance to the 
canse of Christ in Bengal, and their 
death would of course be severely lelt, 
They were lovely and pleasan in their 
lives, say the missionaries, and in thet 
dvath they twere not divided ! The tor- 
mer had drawn up some valuable thoughts 
on the establishment of schools, which 
re printed m the Periodical Accouty, 
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wol. tu. p. 445 5 and the latter bequeath- 
ed ficenty thousand ripees (about 25001.) 
to the mission, den thousand to the trans- 
lations, and ten thousand tor the su port 
of an evangelical ministry im a church 
called tic church in Calcutta. 
In consequence of these eyents Mr. Mar- 
don was seon afterwards stationed at 
Goamalty, and Mr. Moore at Munoha- 
ree, 

‘Towards the end of November the 
brethren, James Chater and Felix Carey, 
with their families, alter forming them- 
selves into a church, and choosing bra- 
ther Chater for their paster, and afte: 
being committed to God by their breth- 
ren, embarked for Rangoon. where they 
salely arrived alter a voyage of eighteen 
days. 

In a review of the i807, filteen it 
appears have been added to the « hur h 
at Seraimpore and Calcutta,among whom 
were five Europeans and an American ¢ 
three to that at Cutwa; and two to that 


Tiission 


year 


at Dinagepore: two were restored after 


exclusion : two called to the ministeyv. 


and two new churches formed :—new 
rulers were formed suited to the present 
state of the mission. every station bere 


but all united 


' 
rable ad- 


. fependent of the other, 


as ageneral body :-—a consid 


vance was madein ten of e trans'a- 
Tians:stwoney fount of (ype completed, 
viz. the Orissa, and ne Mahratta, and 


Borinah and 
orevea 


two others begwun, viz. 
Chinese: anewand it 
Nagree also be 


gun g—ewith respect to 


Printing, an imap ession of 1500 canies of 


the fourih volume of the Hengalee Old 
‘Testament, (Cont ut Ine all the prophe ts) 
completed ; the third volume, compris- 


ing the historical books, in the press, 


which, when finished, would complete 
the Bengalee Wible: an edition of 
10,000 copies of Luke, the Acts,and 


the epistle to the Romans, completed 3 

the New Testament in the Shanscrit and 

rissa considerably advanced ; the Hin- 

dostanee, Mahratta, and Guzuratee, put 
to press. 

(TO BE CONTINUED ) 

em 0 

FOR THLE CURIS TIAN MONITOR, 

Pleased with this trifle 


Pili sired he sie 


GEE... 


et 1) as i t he , fare, 
} », Gad j ; pe 97° pla iu is oe? 


ft issearcely possible to pass an ill 
m gocigl conversation »*thout being a- 


fount of 


ble when we rise fron: it to pleases, 
selves with having given or reese. 
some advantaves 5 but a man may <| 
fle cards from noon to midnight we thy 
tracing any new idea in his mind, « 
ing aly le to recollect the d: ay by any ot! 
token thanhis gain or loss, and’ ao, 
fused reme mbranc e of agitated Passivns 
or clamorous altercations. 

Among the ancients, conversat; 
formed a principal part of education: 


, 
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rr 


could we be so fortunate as to see car, 
banished’ from rational society, y» 
Inight hope, that conversation woul « 


gain become instructive and interestiny, 
The company assembles, congraty. 
lates each other in their appearance, talk 
of the weather, sitdown, cut for partners, 
and then——yes then adieu to every thing 
rational or promotive of friendship. 
‘Phe history of a card table woul I re. 
flect ne boner on human nature, tor of 
what could tt consist but of triumph and 
cdesponden ey, vf envy ill will, and mar iV 
malevolent passions which torment 
and = disyrace mankind. A_ person 
who for the first time should be ushered 
into the assembly of eager caid players 
would) stare with surprise and amaze. 
ments; he would see passion distort 
the feature sol the players, without seeing 
a cause which to him would appear at all 
adequate to the eflects preduced, and 
would bewilder himselfina maze of con 
tradictory conjec tures. Should a by- 
stander acg? uainted with the game, at 
tempt te exp fain it to the stranger, and 
begin by gravely assuring him that, it 
was * ay anutsement.’ the stranger would 
burst tnto a loud laugh at what he would 
suppose so vross an attempt to impose 
upen his credulity, S. B. G. 
Turkey Mountain, March 1816. 


ED) ) a — 
Prom the Religious Remembrancer. 
siBLE SocieTiEs. 


txrtract of a letter from a gentleman i 
Loudon, to his fr iend inthis City, dated 
December 14, 1815, 114 o'clock, P. i 


«“ You see} keep late hours, but! 
have, with my better half, been par ‘taking 
of arich feast this evening, and in or- 
der to increase our relish of F the dainties 
with which we were regaled, have broug:t 
away aportion for you; aud I feel that 
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t shall sleep the sounder, for giving them 
hile they are fresh and warm. By the 
this is aselfish reason, but itis not 
tlie jeer one. We have this evening at- 
he only 0 annual meeting ofa Bible As- 
cociation. one of the numerous familica- 
tions, it the third generation of that glo- 
ous Institution, the British and Pore; aT 
piule Socrety. “Phat you are a member 
fone of the Bible societies Ww hich, 
we have ve formation, are alre aly for med 
the United States inconnection with 
the British antl Foreign, L have no doubt, 
d therefore yeu must be aeq nainted 
with its wene al prin iciple s and objects : 
but soimmensely rapid is its seal t 
msl etic its march towards the ends at 
te earth. and every one teeming with 
Fi » multite nies of intere sting ne 1 CNC. 
; oc itis seavcely possible to relate halt 
ven without five of them being new 
The number of Auxiliary Bible 
‘rland, Seotland, and Jre- 
and, already amount to upward of five 
} nd ed, which are active ly employed in 
coLecting from. the upper and iniddle 
clusses of Socie ty their free-will olfer- 
vs, usually a guinea a year, and trans- 
itting the! mM to the Parent Society in 
sid of their magnificent views. Many of 
‘He Ausiliary Societies, have under their 
careseveral Bible Associations, whose du- 
tyitiste visitthe poor of their own neigh- 
bourhoods.in order to ascertain the exist- 
tug desire forthe bread of life, and to sup- 
ply the same, either gratuitously orata 


\ 


ty vou. 
‘ . . % 
Societies i i 


siuiall price, accor ding. to the situation of 


ie partes sand alsoto collect from those, 
symewhat above want a penny or two 
pence a week, to make good the defici- 
eucies of those books sold below prime 
cost, or given away ; and to send the 

irplus money to the Auxiliary Society 
rthe extension of the objects of the 
british aa Foreign Bible Society. 

. Lvidon is divided into eight dis- 
tricts,in each of whichis one Auxiliary 
Suciety : seach Auxiliary has from e ‘ight 
to twelve Associations under it. One of 
tiese Auxiliaries has intwo or three years 


tt 7000, sterling to the Parent Society, 


40001. of which was raised by its twe lve 
Associations in pence and two pence per 
week, Lhave the honour, aad a hich 
honour I account it, of being on the 


| Committee of one of the Auxili: iry Soci- 


sues, and alsy Correspouding Secretary 
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of one ofits nine Asstociations ; that im 
which Lreside. These Offices give me 
an opportunity of acquiring tuformation 
asto the progress oft eerand work, whiels 
IT could searcely gain in any other way. 
Each Ausihars holds its annual meeting, 
having, generally, one of the royal fam- 
livin the chare: and from twelve to fif- 
teen speakers of all ranks, usually ad- 
dress for about fouror five hours in the 
dav time, a room fall, however Jarge the 
reom may be, sometiones a Church, some- 
times aa Playhouse, a Chapel, a Manu- 
factor y. or any other large remises that 
the neighborhood affords. "Ph 
tions, teo. have their 


» Associa- 
annual gis: el 
which are almost crowded to excess, by 
the middie and lower classes, who listen 
for about three hours in the evening with 
the greatest attention to the animating 
speeches of froin eight to twelve speak- 
ers, clergy and laity of ail denomina- 
tions :so that there is scarcely a week 
vasses in London without one or two 
public Bible meetines, hesides twenty or 
thirty meetings of Committees, the tnem- 
bers of which are from ten to fifty in 
number. ‘Phe immense advantage of 
this continual meeting, for the promo- 
tion of one object, of thousands holding 
diverse opinions on minor points of reli- 
gion, is daily showing itself in Chris- 
tian ¢ harity, and in wearing away that 
spirit of bigotry whieh has deformed the 
zealous professors of every sect. Ata 
Quaker Meeting House, the extraordi- 
nary spectacie was lately exhibited, ofa 
soldier in the chair,a Church w England 
Minister at his right hand, and a Dissen- 
ting one at lis left, jointly labouring with 
all their might to promote the wider cir - 
Cc ul: ation of the Ww ord of God ulcon- 
taminated with human tradidons and 
speculations. [have seen a Prince ot 
the blood reyalin the chair, when the 
motion of a Bishop has been seconded by 
a Scotch Seceder, and that ofan itinerant 
Methodist preacher by a Poer of ;the 
realm!) Suchis the levelling effect of 
the Bible : this is rational hberty and 
ec juality. A Bishop at a late meeting 
said. that the opposition fo (ie cause was 
reduced almost to insigniticance : he was 
sorry to say thatit now rem aine -d prime 
pally with his brethren t.c Bishons, who 
thought that they r saw danger tea tng 
S| Cay zeal and actin ify of the U.sseiters : 




















































he said that he exw the Bible Society as 
tending to build up all that was geod, and 
net to pull down. 

* Weare copying the Philade ‘Iphians, 
in establishing Ladies’ Bible Societies. 
and we find that they domore than men.” 


“>? oo... 


Feom the Rev. John Paterson. St. Peters- 
burg, Oct. ys l ‘ JV" S. Le 4, 
We have this day hada meetingof ® 


the Cominitice of the Hussian Bible So- 
ciety, ancdamost brilliantoneitwas. We 
hada Russian. an Armenian, anda Geor- 
man Archbishop: the Roman Catholic 
Metropolitan : wo Archimand:ites, and 
an Abbe; Princes. Excellencies. and 
Lords notafew. ‘Lie propre for Hr- 
BLE AssocriaTiIoNs was corsiflered. aud 
weanimous! ) apy prove ds each V rce-P re- 
tiddeat and Dire ctor had his district as- 
sugned tohim, in order te carry it ato 
efleet : 10,000 small papers have been 
ordered tor immediate circulation, | 
‘aula number of prepositions before the 
Committee, which were ail agreed to; 
and Lhope they will tend to hasten on 
the printing of the different editions.— 
Poe demand for Bibles is astonishing, 
andiftos painful im the extreme pot to 
be able tosausty them:it makes one’s 
heartache to see) oor and rich coming 
and earnestly requesting Bibles for mo- 
ney, and obliged to vo a\ ay without the 
heavenly treasure. The poor Rus gins 
even fall down and kiss one’s feet. to pre- 
vail on one to give them Bibles ; and 
fupposiny that money can do every 
thing, thes even offer the young men in 
ear depositors y drink money, uf they will 
let them have a Bible for payme nt. A 
Bible serves more than one; the poor 
day laborers, who have been so happy as 
to get one among a number, spend their 
feisure in hearing one of their com pan- 
yons read to thein the Words of eternal 
file. "The New T estament how fre- 
quently supplies the place of Novels ou 
the toilets of the formerly ety and fas!i- 
ionabie. A poor Tartar, who lately got 
acopy of the Tartar New Testament as 
& present, kissed the back on receiving 
it, repeated the same ceremony on get- 
mg home with it, and now spends all his 
=e sug aga in reading 4, and fhids much 
pasure 


dou. 
* The Armenian Bible in 4to. is 
ommencing, aud Lhope will be exeeat- 


now 


ed in @ superior manner. It is truls 
wondertal w hat a spirit has been War. 
tested by the Armenians 3 during my 4). 
sence, sent in considers 
sums of money, aud the half of cur edi. 
tion of 5000 copies of the New Tes; 
mentis already ordered bv them : y. 
are busy petuog them bound, and 
svou as the winter sets in, they Will be 
sent off, 


they lave re 


SE EN WERE REET wel tee wee ween 
CHRASTLAN MONITOR, 

n our last number remarks 
leon the sucject of distributiy, 
Reliious Pract ts—and the ¢ questi yy m.. 

ked © why may we not establish , Sige 
ciety for ‘ its purpose in the City of Rich. 
mond | 

It is well known that in both city ani 
country there Is among tiie great mass of 
the pe op ile very littie. taste lor read 
any thing except newspapers. Ani 
Is notorious thatthe far greater par 
publications of this kind, are very [tt 
calculated either to excite attention to 
religion, or impreve the morats of te 
community. Indeed this is not th 
object; and of course there is no disap. 
when it isnot accompilisiied 


[ ; Sane 


were inat 


pointment 
by them. 
Consider: re extent and po] yulati 
of Virginia, itis really surprising ind 
movttying that so few books are sulb- 
cient to supply all the demand; and 
for these weare abliged to resort to: 
sister states, or to fureign countries. 
And as the demand in general is very 
limited, | it is particularly so in respect (| 
re'igiuus bouks. in many families T 
this state. which may be considered ina 
condition at least of comfortable medivc- 
rity, ten dollars, and often the halt 
{hat sum, would purchase the w hole , 
brary. Ut may well be suppose: dt 
among these, ‘and all below them, ver} 
little attention is paid to the acd uisitinl 
of religious knowledge. Indeed tlie! 
norance of thousands among ws, on [is 
subje ct is at once ast 
It is worthy 


most interseting 
ishing and distre ssing. 


the most serious attention of the frients 
of religion, and L will add of social order, 
whethe rsome measures may not be »atlo| te 
el to afford instruction to these whe ¢! 
from the right way, more efficient tha 

airy that have yet beem devised. itu 
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* world by means of these tracts. 


sthat Bible Societies have done and 
e doing much for the goed of men.— 
jut the Bible is a large ‘book, and the 
cory size of it, perhaps, C acknowledge 
hal wach more the subject), prevents 
many from looking into it. Perhaps too 
the e fact that the Bible is an old book of 

ich every body has heard, may be the 
<aial why many who have itin their 
power, never look into it. Besides this, 
ere arenumbers, who although they can 
read, yet read with so litle facility,orra- 
jerwithsomuchdifficulty, that the petu- 
«lofanordinary voluine ts a work of no 
coal! magnitu’®. 

These considerations and « Varie ety of 
others which might be stated, haves 
commended fo the pious and Rennsuleut 
tie establishment of Sociclies for the 

gyiti it OuUS di: stribution of religious 
shea And there has been wriften for 
tie use of these institutions a variety of 
pieces in an impressive manner, 
and with str'king titles ; someftitnes in- 
ended to illustrate soine doctrine ol 
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ree- 
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religion, and semetimes to put down 
some prevalent vice. OF these -“ 
sicourer’s prayer— Al for the best— 


fhe § liepherd of Salishury plain—The 
Iiniry-man’s Daught: lnecdates 
fa a Sailor” *—mav be me ntioned as ex- 
amp ies. Now experience has shown 
tmany whe cannot for want of time, 

ny en will net. for want of inclination, 
read the Book of God, or the works of the 
mous and learned which are usually of- 
fered for sale, will read such small tracts 
as these, when théy come in the way. it 
is known too that thus in a great many 
iistances, much good ‘has 
due. Instances are on record of 
the awakening, and hopeful conversion 
ofsome of the most thoughtless and un- 
godly men perhaps that have lived in the 
In o- 
er parts of the world these distributions 
are _ with indefatigable ; zeal and in- 
duster Agents of these societies send 
their “Tittle sheets info prisons, and on 
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, board ships 5 put them up in bales of 


goods, and ina hundred different ways 
cieelete them through the world. 

Within afew years, the London Socie- 
ty has issued no fewer than fourteen 


Z millions of these religious addresse.— 


The missionaries have also distributed 
many both in European and eastern Jan- 
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guages. And in eurewe country multi- 
tudes have been Oli tue Ud im tue 
uselul charity. : 

Now in Virgtnia, the state of things is 
just this. Tn some j laces tie gospel is 
preached every saubat. itis believed by 
zealousand futhful mea. of one deno- 
mination or auother: wa other parts, Lie 
peapie da not hear a sermon oftener 
than once in two weeks: and in other 
places again, public worship is celebrat- 
ed once in four weeks. But there are 
muliitudes whe sit under no regular 
preaching : a casual sermon three er 
cimes perhaps in year, is all 
that they hear. Lt may well be SUppos- 
ed that very litte i istruction is gained 
m this way. dnudeed, £ believe that it 
would not be going too fac to affirm thatin 
this Christian Country, there are multi- 
tudes who know little more of 
pe than so many Hindoos. It scems 
then tome thata Religious Tract Socie- 
ty, established in Richmond, might by 
circulating Tracts through the large e ‘xtent 
of country which hasinte ‘rcourse ‘with our 
city, be instrumental in dein: rimuch good, 

it may be worth while te remark, that 
according tou ce wholesaie prices, at 
which Trac ts are usually so', they may 
be obtained at from one, ta t ree dollars 
per hundred. A Society might then be 
formed on the pri’ ciple, that every mem- 
ber should receive ‘Tracts | — 
to his subscription, to be dis ribated | 
him, according to bis pleasure, fn thin 
way an association consis' ig of one 
landred members, paying only one dol- 
lar pr. annum each, might in the course 
ofa year circulate about four thousand 
Tracts. ‘Yue good ‘iat may thus be 
done. would to the iagenuons mind, most 
aiiply compensate fr any trouble and 
expense to which he mi cht be sub; actecdL 

It appears to tue Editor that many 
reusons deserving serious consider trou, 
might be advance | to show that thi pro- 
posal, and others of a similar nature, 
1 not to pars without notice. 

~[t is highly vis ar chat 
ast itutions of a benevolent nature, aad 
salutary tendency, should be muliiplied 
in the country. For not to tr sist on the 
credit which they reflect on the comme 
nity by which they are erished and 
supported, the coo that is fone to toes 
who are objects of dDenevulence ougia 
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tocommenidl them to the philanthropist 5 
and this « spec ial! y when the purpose ts 
the melioration of the moral condition of 
our fellow inen involved in the darkness 
ee: and the miseries of sult 

. Buc such westi uttonsare not vlily C- 
Bese to those who receive, but to ‘teat 
who give. ‘1 sol a charitable 
association, who take interest in 
its prosperity, and are iu promot. 
ing its purposes, are placed in w situation 
which frequeatly calls forth the most 
kindly atlections ofhuman nature. And 
when associations of this kind are mul- 
tiplied, and the interest in them bece omes 
general ; the benevolent feelings of the 
whole community are raised to a tone 
which produces the happiest effects : new 
relations are formed; the bands which 
unite society together ave multiplied ; 
the points of contact and adhesion in the 
great mass of the community become 
more numerous; Opportunities for the 
exercise of co) upl: icency are more tre- 
quent ; public spirit ts diffused through 
the whole men, women and 
children learn that they ouglit vot to live 
for themselves alone, but tor their coun- 
try and their fellow creatures in general. 
With this view br joice in the increase 
of Bible, Missionary aod Religious Tract 
Societies ; and ol bnetitutions lor the e- 
ducation of the poor, especially poor 
and ie youth for the wan istry of the 
gospel. Let them be set on foot by 
whom they may, | have no jealousies 
which prevent me from wishing them 
* God speed.” Tadeed 1 think ut 
ductive of meeey effects on our nation- 
al character, that so (ew 
of calling the peop ra tore thec for the pure 
pose of “consul! ing and acting toge the r 
in the pursuit of one object te One of the 
great advantages of regular public 
ship is that it the people of a 
neighborhood in circumstances in 
which they are obliged to be decent, and 
civil, and orderly ; and indeed in which 
any display of malignant passions is uni- 
versally considered as a iost gross and 
shameful vioiation ef decorum. — 

The happy effects of this institution 
are so obvious that it is wondertul that 
men who have no regard to their future 
welfare, do not, for the good of socicty, 
by their example aud influence, encour- 
agearegular and ordinary attendance 
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on divine worship 3 and contribute to ite 
support. lis liahiy pai ts ol oui Coulityy 
howe ver these things aie not thou shit ul: 
or are only thou; ght vl by tue WESED Sor] 
to be treated with contcuipt. “Lie Ulily 
regular meetings of the peuple in lias 
sections of the state are the Court-Huy.. 
es.  ‘Thither, on the appointed day: 
countrymen Hock imi ozreat 
but it is todo their busiices, tu engage jy 
litigatiou, to Carry ob thei own Shale sts 
ur support Uivse ol vue weiglibour aga, 
another. So that tie peer Where bu, 
courts of justice meet are olieu Lieaties 
for the display of sume of the wurst pits 
sions of the numan heart, they are schouvis 
of den wralization, ka wiica the yuuny 
are initiated intu the wysteries of ini. 
quity by theold and dardeved sinuer, who 
Is hOL ashamed to exiubit tu the face oj 
his County, his inurdinate love or gait, 
or the erceness of his unguverued pas- 
sions, or his brutal aud east) tute. 
perance. Really these are setivus cui- 
siderations. Where siumbe: 
ot’s love of his country—the magistrates 
vigilance, the Curistiau’s benevolence, 
that no elliclent measures have beet a- 
dopted tu promote velter morals, CUlityate 
better ailectiuns, aad turn the atienton 
uf the people to wiser and more saiulary 
pursuits. fa conctusion the Editor r 
peats that it would have a most hap)y 
eHect if in every county institutions oi 
some kind of charity couid ve estabisi- 
ed which wouid excite an interest suli- 
ctently powerlul and permanent to bring 
the peuple often together to consult fur 
its interests. ffoniy a few can be iouad 
to unttein them at first, let those few 
commence the work, aud persevere :- 
gaiust all discouragements. ‘Pime wi! 
do much for them. And what is more, 
the favour of heaven, and the approbatios 
of aman’s own conscience will amply 
reward every honest attempt to do govu. 
And finatly “in every work of bénev u- 
lence, und in all goodness, let the citi- 
zens of the metropolis take the lead, aud 
set the example, As the city gives the 
fashion to the country,let not that willc.l 
is given be ** the fashion of this word 
which passeth away.” 
1 = 
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